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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 8/8/2003 has been fully considered. 
An initialed copy of said PTO-1449 is enclosed herein. The examiner notes that the 
page numbers on the bottom of each page of the information disclosure statement 
indicates that said IDS consists of 8 pages. However, the Office has no record that 
page 8 was filed. Pages 1-7 have been considered and are enclosed herein. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 ,84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 610. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rea et al (US 6,720,050). 

Rea teaches a laminate label adapted for use on plastic containers comprising a 
transparent or translucent protective polymeric layer bound to a facestock by a 
radiation-cured adhesive composition (abstract). The radiation-cured adhesive is herein 
relied upon to read on the claimed "laminating adhesive." The protective polymeric 
layer is herein understood to read on the claimed "carrier layer." The facestock herein 
is understood to read on the claimed "facestock" and may comprise a single layer film 
such as polyvinyl chloride (col 7, lines 1+) or a multi-layer film (see US 5,830,571 (col 1, 
lines 18+) incorporated by reference). A pressure sensitive adhesive is applied to the 
facestock (see Fig 1 ). The pressure sensitive adhesive may comprise any suitable 
pressure sensitive adhesive (col 7, lines 30+) such as the acrylic-based PSAs taught in 
US 5,284,688 (incorporated by reference: col 9, lines 50+) wherein it is taught that the 
adhesive is printable. 

Rea teaches that the adhesive may be printable, but does not teach that the 
adhesive is printed. However, materials are typically printed to produce a desired 
aesthetic appearance. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to print the adhesive taught in Rea. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to give a label with the desired aesthetic 
appearance. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rea et al (US 6,720,050) in view of Miekka et al (US 6,540,865). 

Rea teaches a laminate label adapted for use on plastic containers comprising a 
transparent or translucent protective polymeric layer bound to a face stock by a 
radiation-cured adhesive composition (abstract). The radiation-cured adhesive is herein 
relied upon to read on the claimed "laminating adhesive." The protective polymeric 
layer is herein understood to read on the claimed "carrier layer." The facestock herein 
is understood to read on the claimed "facestock" and may comprise a single layer film 
such as polyvinyl chloride (col 7, lines 1+) or a multi-layer film (see US 5,830, 571 
incorporated by reference). A pressure sensitive adhesive is applied to the facestock 
(see Fig 1). The pressure sensitive adhesive may comprise any suitable pressure 
sensitive adhesive (col 7, lines 30+). 

Rea does not teach that the laminate comprises a detack layer applied to the 
pressure sensitive adhesive. However, Miekka teaches a pressure sensitive adhesive 
with a detackified surface (col 1, lines 13+). Miekka teaches that it is well known to use 
release sheets with pressure sensitive adhesives that are subsequently applied to 
facestock for use as labels (see background of the invention). The laminate is stored as 
a roll (col 1 , lines 57+). Miekka teaches that a detack layer may be applied to the PSA 
in order to detackify the underlying PSA thus forming a non-blocking laminate that 



Application/Control Number: 10/637,152 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1773 

allows for subsequent handling or treatment of the laminate (col 7, lines 50+). 
Furthermore, the detack layer may be printed (col 32, lines 14+). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
apply a printed detack layer to the pressure sensitive layer taught in Rea. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to allow for subsequent handling or treatment 
of the laminate without blocking. 

6. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rea 
et al (US 6,720,050) in view of Miekka et al (US 6,540,865) and Creegan et al (US 
3,914,484). 

Rea teaches a laminate label adapted for use on plastic containers comprising a 
transparent or translucent protective polymeric layer bound to a face stock by a 
radiation-cured adhesive composition (abstract). The radiation-cured adhesive is herein 
relied upon to read on the claimed "laminating adhesive." The protective polymeric 
layer is herein understood to read on the claimed "carrier layer." The face stock herein 
is understood to read on the claimed "facestock" and may comprise a single layer film 
such as polyvinyl chloride (col 7, lines 1+) or a multi-layer film (see US 5,830, 571 
incorporated by reference). A pressure sensitive adhesive is applied to the facestock 
(see Fig 1 ). The pressure sensitive adhesive may comprise any suitable pressure 
sensitive adhesive (col 7, lines 30+). 

Rea does not teach that the laminate comprises a detack layer applied to the 
pressure sensitive adhesive. However, Miekka teaches a pressure sensitive adhesive 
with a detackified surface (col 1 , lines 13+). Miekka teaches that it is well known to use 
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release sheets with pressure sensitive adhesives that are subsequently applied to 
facestock for use as labels (see background of the invention). The laminate is stored as 
a roll (col 1 , lines 57+). Miekka teaches that a detack layer may be applied to the PSA 
in order to detackify the underlying PSA thus forming a non-blocking laminate that 
allows for subsequent handling or treatment of the laminate (col 7, lines 50+). 
Furthermore, the detack layer may be printed (col 32, lines 14+). Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
apply a printed detack layer to the pressure sensitive layer taught in Rea. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to allow for subsequent handling or treatment 
of the laminate without blocking. 

Rea teaches that the pressure sensitive adhesive may comprise any suitable 
pressure sensitive adhesive, but does not teach that said adhesive may be 
polyurethane based. However, Creegan teaches a pressure sensitive adhesive label 
sheet stock (abstract) wherein the adhesive is a polyurethane elastomer (abstract). 
Said adhesive has a relatively long pot life, is temperature insensitive, has a viscosity 
which will permit it to be handled with convention coating techniques, does not discolor 
and has good adhesive qualities (col 1 , lines 62+). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the 
polyurethane adhesive taught in Creegan as the PSA taught in Rea. The motivation for 
doing so would have been that said adhesive has a relatively long pot life, is 
temperature insensitve, has a viscosity which will permit it to be handled with 
convention coating techniques, does not discolor and has good adhesive qualities 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin R Kruer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1510. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Jones can be reached on 571-272-1535. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kevin R. Kruer 

Patent Examiner-Art Unit 1773 



